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A Short Sketch of the History of the Copper Mines of Besshi

The Besshi Mountains, where these Mines are situated, occupy the south western corner of
Umagori, Iyonokuni. The Mountains are upwards of four thousand feet above the level of the
sea, and their characteristic features are steep declivities and rugged peaks on every side,
except the north. which faces the Inland Sea.

Copper Mining at Besshi was first begun on the 1st. August in 4th. year of Genroku(two



hundred years ago) by Tomonobu, my ancestor of the 10th. generation and Tomoyoshi, his
son. But, even earlier than that date,(in the year of Tensho) Riyemon, one of my ancestors
obtained Liquation Process from a Chinese named Hakusui, and bequeathed it to his posterity.
This process has been known, since, by the name of Nanbanbuki, and was probably the
beginning of the Reduction of Silver from Copper Ores in our country.

During the many generations we have been engaged in Mining and Refining Copper, our
ancestors have opened and worked mines in many provinces, but none of them were good
enough to operate upon for a very long period. Fortunately, however, we have been able to
continuously work the Copper Mine of Besshi for two hundred years.

Difficulties, of course there have frequently been, but none that we have found it impossible
to overcome, and at the present time, after two hundred years of hard and prosperous working,
our mines seem to be richer and better than ever.

This, of course, is greatly owing to the progress of civilization, and the consequent adoption,
at the Copper Mines of Besshi from Foreign Countries, of their newest and most superior
methods of Mining and Metallurgy.

Although, no doubt, there are many mines in various parts of our country that have been
doing good work for long periods, yet, the fact that the Copper Mines of Besshi have been
owned and successfully operated upon by the heirs of one family for two hundred years
without once changing hands, is, we venture to think, almost unique ; and, though it is quite
clear that this long continuous prosperity has been in a large measure owing to the natural
mineral wealth of our mines, yet I must be allowed to congratulate myself upon the facts, (I)
that the foresight, diligence and perseverance of my ancestors were most praiseworthy and
beneficial, and (2) that this glorious reign of Meiji has enabled me to make their good work
so much more perfect.

Itis in honor of the two hundredth anniversary of the working of the Copper Mines of Besshi,
which I am now intending shortly to celebrate, than I have taken the liberty of giving you this
short sketch of the history of our industry ; and, in doing so, I beg of you a continuation of

your patronage.

1st. September, 23rd. year of Meiji. KICHIZAEMON, SUMITOMO,

20th, Descendant of the Family of Sumitomo.
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