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Research on the Industrial History by Using Mine Picture Postcards
~ Especially Focusing on Soubiraki Area in Nithama City, Ehime in 1900-1930's ~

Yosamura Kumiko

Abstract . Besshi Copper Mine, Ehime Prefecture, was one of the most outstanding copper mines in Japan, which
had been operated for 283 years (1691 to 1973) and produced 650,000 tons of copper during the period. With the
development of mining technology and the enlargement of its scale, various industries such as chemistry, machinery
and electric power came from it in the seaside area named Soubiraki in Nithama City, and expanded dramatically
by forming industrial complex at the beginning of the twentieth century. The present prosperity of Nithama Seaside
Industrial Zone is based on that mining technology including ore mining, dressing and smelting. We feel the necessity
to bring the detail in the development in this area. However, few photographs telling us its rapid industrial development
from the latter Meiji Era to the beginning of Showa Era (1900-1930) have been left. In this research, we used some
old picture postcards published in that period to understand the industrial development of the Nithama region in detail.
These picture postcards are valuable because they show us the regional development of the Niihama City in detail
during the period. Revealing of the contents of the photographs enables us to understand the detailed current of the
history of Niithama City which advanced tightly related to Besshi Copper Mine and the running company, Sumitomo
Group. In this research, we have consulted a huge number of old documents and maps, and investigated the industrial

facilities in the photographs and the time when they were taken.
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